
 
 

DEVELOPMENTAL EDUCATION: ITS LONG HISTORY 
By Mary Beth Looby 

 
 

Harvard University 
Provides Tutors 

1636 

Massachusetts 
Common Schools 

Established 

1837 

1st Morrill Act--
Land Grant 
Institutions 
Established 

1862 

Harvard Univ. 
Requires Entrance 

Exams: ½ of 
Applicants Fail 

1871 

2nd Morrill Act 
Helped African-

American 
Colleges and 

Universities grow 

1890 

1st Junior Colleges 

1901-02 

“Open-Door” 
Concept Well 
Estatablished 

1940 

“GI Bill of Rights” 
Gives WWII Vets 
Access to Junior 

Colleges 

1944 

Truman 
Commission 

Promotes 
Education for 

Everyone 

1947 

Higher Education 
Acts Increase 
Opportunities 

1965-92 

50% of 1st -time 
Students in 
Community 

Colleges Need 
some 

Developmental Ed 

1998 

Community 
Colleges Defend 
“Open Access” 

Concepts 

2001 

Demands Made for 
Accountability in 

Education 

2006 
 
 
 

Higher Ed for 
children of the 
privileged/elite 

only. 
 

 Latin tutors 
provided for those 
who did not know 

Latin. 
 
 

1st Free Education 
in America. (not 

just for the 
privileged) 

Agricultural 
classes offered 

Start of the 
“people’s 

college” --now 
community 

colleges 
 

Failed Students 
Admitted “on 

condition”Industrial &  

Gives African-
Americans access 

to Higher Ed 
 
 

Mission of 
African-American 

Colleges & 
Universities: 

Provide access to 
Developmental 

Education 

Prepared students 
(mostly men)—to 
transfer to 4-year 

institutions 

4-year schools for 
educational elite; 
junior colleges for 
“lesser” students 

Provided 
scholarships for 

more than 7 
million veterans 

 
 

Faculty and 
Administrators 

discover VALUE of 
DIVERSE 

populations: 
 

Veterans were 
“mature, 

experienced & 
eager to learn” 

Access to higher 
education a  
“national 

democratic ideal” 
 
 
 

Truman 
Commission 

expands 2-year 
college system 

Pell Grants offer 
financial aid for 

poor, minority, & 
disadvantaged 

students 
 
 

Increased need for 
Remedial Services  

 
 

Critics call 
community 

colleges 
“revolving doors” 

 

W/O 
developmental 

classes, students’ 
chances for 

success poor/none 
 
 
 

Community 
Colleges seek to 

ENABLE students 
to learn  

 
 

Improved 
instruction & 
curriculum 

changes necessary 
for student success 

Legislative Attacks 
on cost of 

Developmental 
Education 

 
 

Some 4-year 
schools no longer 
offer remedial ed 

 
Program 

Evaluation 
necessary, to 
demonstrate 

effectiveness of 
developmental 

classes/programs 

Many universities established 
Preparatory Departments—then 

considered “Institutional  
Embarrassments” 
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